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The First Impression Draw method places an image of the chart in another control's device context. This method is useful for putting an image into a document (eg text processing control), drawing directly to the Printer object, or placing an image in a form that you use as a dialog.





Project Overview


This example allows you to experiment with the options that affect the Draw method and see how those options affect the resulting image. Code is provided to draw to a picture box and the Printer object. The Draw method can also be used to export a metafile image.





The Draw Method


The syntax looks like





   Draw hDC:=, hDCType:=, Top:=, Left:=, Bottom:=, Right:=, Layout:=, Stretch:=





The hDC is a handle to a Device Context that should be a property of the control you want to draw to. The hDCType is an enumeration of VtDCTypeConstants that may be virtual (for a screen using the TrueType font information) or device (for your output device - printer). The top, left, bottom, and right define a bounding box that the chart will be drawn in. The Layout parameter is a Boolean that controls whether the chart parts are layed out for the new device context. This may result in a different image than is shown in your chart control but will be optimized for the new Device context. Sometimes you will not want the chart to be layed out differently than the display but you still want it to fill the bounding box. For this case, set Stretch to True and the image will be stretched to fit the new DC. 





Tips


You may notice that text is clipped on the axis when drawn on the screen under some conditions. This is a result of using device type text metrics as the default. The fix is to set the metrics to virtual (for your screen). 





The destination rect is defined in Pixels. For destinations that are defined in TWIPS (1440 Twips/inch), like the Printer object, use the TwipsPerPixelX(Y) property to convert to Pixels. See the code in this project for an example.





The size of your destination will determine which options give the best results. When a chart is layed out, the chart parts that can be shown is decided. If the resulting image will be to small to read, some parts are not drawn. You can easily see this by drawing to the PictureBox with the layout checkbox checked. Since the new destination rect is much smaller than the original, the image is much different and many text items are excluded since they would leave little room for the chart. If you want to include a small image of the chart, You will want to use the Scale to fit option.





Those are the basics of the chart Draw method. See the help file and this example's code for more information.


